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1. What is the Opioid Industry Documents Archive?

2. Engaging with journalists

3. Some resources related to OIDA:
a. OIDA Curriculum Library
b. The Opioid Crisis: A Timeline
c. OIDA Image Collection
d. OIDA Toolbox

What we’ll cover in ten minutes
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What is the Opioid Industry 
Documents Archive?
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The Opioid Industry Documents Archive is a groundbreaking 
digital archive of documents arising from the opioid industry 
that advances understanding of the root causes of the 
opioid epidemic and helps address corporate behavior 
that is harmful to public health. 
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Consolidates publicly 
available information into 
an easily accessible 
digital archive for use by 
researchers, journalists, 
policy-makers, 
community members, 
and other stakeholders

• Aids in the search, retrieval and analysis of documents arising 
from opioid litigation including:
• Court and litigation documents (expert depositions, complaints and 

amendments, internal company communications)

• Documents from federal, state and local government agencies 

• Testimony from advocacy organizations (accounts of people with lived 
experience, addiction, and impact of the epidemic)

• Offers reference and technical assistance to those wishing to use 
materials

• Serves as a repository for new information from future cases
• Provides evidence to support changes in policy and practice 

The Opioid Industry Documents Archive…
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UCSF Archives & Special Collections contain: 
Truth Tobacco Industry Documents
• 15+ million internal tobacco company documents
• Litigation documents
• Tobacco industry research studies

Tobacco Control Archives (TCA) 
• Papers of government agencies and advocacy groups
• Video library including anti-smoking public service announcements, 
  news programs, and documentaries

UCSF Truth Tobacco 
Industry Documents
1998 Master Settlement Agreement 
required millions of documents from 
tobacco companies about their 
advertising, manufacturing, 
marketing, scientific research, and 
political activities be made public

UCSF Tobacco Archives Serves as a Model
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• Exposed inner-workings of tobacco companies and 
their knowledge of the addictiveness of their products

• Over 1000 publications based on the documents 
including scientific manuscripts, book chapters, blog 
posts, newspaper articles and other reports

• Changed social norms regarding the importance 
of public access to information

• Helped influence policy decisions regarding 
internal company practices and marketing 
of tobacco 

Impact of the Tobacco Industry Documents

Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act (2009) gives FDA authority to take 
action to protect public health regarding tobacco production, sales and use

World Health Organization’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) is an 
evidence-based treaty developed in response to the globalization of the tobacco epidemic
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Winner of the 2023 Archival Innovator Award from the 
Society of American Archivists

““OIDA’s development has continually showcased innovative thinking 

and practice . . . The success of OIDA’s development is due in part 

to the collection’s wide engagement outside of academia.

The Archival Innovator Award recognizes an archivist, a group of 
archivists, a repository, or an organization that demonstrates the 
greatest overall current impact on the profession or their 
communities.

https://www2.archivists.org/recipients/archival-innovator-award-opioid-industry-documents-archive

https://www2.archivists.org/recipients/archival-innovator-award-opioid-industry-documents-archive
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““A top focus of our opioid litigation has always been about ensuring 

transparency and telling the story of the harm done to families across 

this country. Making this evidence available to the public will pave the 

way for important reforms that will save lives and let the families, 

survivors, and advocates who have been affected by the opioid 

epidemic see the truth. We thank UCSF and Johns Hopkins University 

for launching this digital document archive as we continue the fight to 

make evidence in our opioid cases public. 

Ensuring transparency

Maura Healey
Attorney General of 

Massachusetts (2021)
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Current collections include:

• Internal industry documents disclosed in major 
settlements (Insys, McKinsey, Mallinckrodt)

• Materials from other state and city cases against 
manufacturers and pharmacies (Florida, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, West Virginia, San Francisco)

• Files obtained by journalists (Washington Post, 
Kaiser Health News)

• Certain documents from the National Prescription 
Opiate Litigation (MDL 2804)

OIDA Accomplishments 
to Date

More than 
2M documents
being processed 

in 2024

High Impact 
National 
Media 
Coverage 

More than 
3.1M

documents 
released

More than 
13.6M

pages
released
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Engaging with journalists
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“
“

Mike Forsythe, New York Times reporter on OIDA

The quality of the documents is 
incredible [. . .] it’s so 
comprehensive – you’ve got 
emails, you’ve got spreadsheets, 
PDF documents. [. . .] [It’s] a 
very rare opportunity to look very 
deep into an industry that is 
extremely difficult kind of 
material for journalists to obtain.

https://youtu.be/kCi1Tc---6o

https://youtu.be/kCi1Tc---6o
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Other investigations from 2022
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Other investigations from 2023
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Some resources related to OIDA
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OIDA Curriculum 
Library
• Enhance understanding of the origins and 

rapid expansion of the opioid crisis.

• Develop insight into industry strategies 
that actively expanded and fueled the 
epidemic.

• Create pathways to solutions that mitigate 
harm and prevent similar crises in the 
future.
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The Image Collection: OIDA’s Graphical Entrypoint
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OIDA Toolbox
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To receive updates 
on OIDA

purl.org/oida/subscribe
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https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/opioids
@industrydocs
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/opioids/blog
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