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Presentation Notes
Let’s say you study texts written a long time ago on paper …



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Papyrus_Bodmer_VIII.jpg 
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… or papyrus …



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Theodotus_inscription.jpg 
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… or even stone.



http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015081446588?urlappend=%3Bseq=7 
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Presentation Notes
Technology for scanning and computer screens allow us to take very high-resolution images of such documents.
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In fact, for many of these, we also have the technology to allow you to search the text.



Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 

Image used without permission from http://www.scannerone.com/imaging/abbyy-finereader-XIX.html. 
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Presentation Notes
When we start with high-res photos, we use something called optical character recognition (or “OCR”) to create text for searching.



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emily_Dickinson%C2%B4s_letter_about_her_love.jpg 
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But OCR doesn’t really work well for things that are hard to read.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/gashwin/6813488158/ 
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It also doesn’t work very well for documents containing text in more than one language (since it relies on dictionaries of words but needs to know which dictionaries to consult).
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http://books.google.com/books?id=e76etsW_m3IC 
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So if you need to be able to search the full text, you’re probably going to need a careful transcription of the text since the OCR just won’t do.  Here’s an example from Google Books: even Google can’t get it any better than this!



Text Creation Partnership 
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Becky will tell you about the Text Creation Partnership, which is doing these careful transcriptions on a large scale for some documents most commonly consulted by scholars of Anglo-American literature and history.



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ven%C3%A4j%C3%A4_tunnustaa_Suomen_itsen%C3%A4isyyden.gif 
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But let’s say you’re working with documents that you dug out of an archive and aren’t included in Google Books, HathiTrust, or the Text Creation Partnership. While you could create your own careful transcription using Microsoft Word or Google Docs …



What if … 

• You are studying word usage by the author and 
therefore want to exclude from analysis any text 
where the author quoted from another source? 

• You are transcribing a manuscript involving 
various hands and want to identify what was 
written by whom 

• You are transcribing a document and have 
identified a typo that might confuse a non-expert 
or impede their search, so you want to supply a 
correction without replacing the original error 



XML 
(Extensible Markup Language) 
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You can solve all of these problems if you create your transcriptions using something called XML. It lets you label spans of text as, for example:
 being quotations from another source
 being by a certain hand
 being a typo for which you’ve supplied a correction
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But if you label quotations one way, and I do it another way, we can’t use the same software to search our documents. So it’s best if we agree on how to name the these various spans of the document. For source documents in the humanities, the Text Encoding Initiative, or TEI, provides Guidelines which contain official names for these various spans of text and more specific ideas on how to annotate them.



http://www.ultraslavonic.info/intro-to-xml/ 
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Presentation Notes
To get oriented with XML in general and with the TEI in particular, see this tutorial I created. Or drop me an email.
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