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Our objectives: to … 







Plain text isn’t good enough 

123 Kelly Road 

Dublin 19 

15 January 2009 

Dear Awards Committee: 

The candidate has fine penmanship. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jane Murphy 



What if you want to … 

•

•



Word processor styles: create your own! 



Extensible Markup Language (XML): 

word processor styles on steroids 

•

•

–

–

–



XML in brief (1) 

•

•

•



XML in brief (2) 

•

Wrong: 

<sentence>Overlap is <emphasis>not allowed!</sentence></emphasis> 

Right: 

<sentence>Overlap is <emphasis>not allowed!</emphasis></sentence> 



Elements (tags), attributes, values, 

content 



Wait, this all looks a lot like HTML! 



Schemas (DTDs and others) 

•

•

•

•

•



Why would you want to constrain 

your document structure like this? 

•

•





123 Kelly Road 

Dublin 19 

15 January 2009 

Dear Awards Committee: 

The candidate has fine penmanship. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jane Murphy 

Exercise 2: Encode this letter according to 

our schema using <oXygen/>. 

http://www.oxygenxml.com/






Use an existing schema! 



What is the TEI? 

* From chapter vi, About These Guidelines (p. xxiii) 

http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/
http://www.tei-c.org/


What sorts of textual features can 

you encode? 

•

•

•

•

•



Why encode (mark up) texts? 

•

•

•



What sorts of things is TEI not 

designed to encode? 

•



Must I really label the part of 

speech of each word in my text? 



What else can TEI encoding do for 

me? 

•

•



Exercise 3: What would you 

encode? 



What is TEI Lite? 

* From http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/Lite/ 

http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/Lite/


Exercise 4 





Thomas MacGreevy and George 

Yeats: a Friendship in Letters 

http://www.macgreevy.org/collections/gyeats 

http://www.macgreevy.org/collections/gyeats


http://www.macgreevy.org/collections/gyeats 

Thomas MacGreevy and George 

Yeats: a Friendship in Letters 

http://www.macgreevy.org/collections/gyeats




In Transition: Selected Poems by the Baroness Elsa 

von Freytag-Loringhoven 

http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/transition/ 

http://www.lib.umd.edu/digital/transition/






Repetition in Gertrude Stein’s The Making of 

Americans (using FeatureLens) 

Contact Tanya Clement (tclement@umd.edu) for more information. 

http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/textvis/featurelens/


Text Analysis Portal for Research 

(TAPoR) 

•

•

•

http://portal.tapor.ca/


Want to learn more? 

•

•

•

http://epu.ucc.ie/
http://www.tei-c.org/


Kevin S. Hawkins 

k.hawkins@dho.ie 


